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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1 - 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Cheah (US Patent* 7,003,546). 

Claim 1: (Currently Amended) A method of connecting businesses through common 
interests and for facilitating businesses relationships among businesses comprising: 

identifying a plurality of businesses to participate in an online business registry 
C2, L13-21); The contact information includes information that is useful for 
identifying or contacting a registered user . When the registration pertains to a 
business, the contact information can also include a title, business name, and a 
Universal Resource Locator (URL) to an associated business website. 

storing business profiles comprising business attributes in an online business 
registry (C3, L27-28). Profile information is being stored within a database, 
wherein each business profile is associated with one of the identified businesses and 
includes for each identified business a corresponding customer list (C20, L57-64). The 
user can choose options based upon groups (Figure 18J) , and wherein the 
business attributes corresponding to each stored business profile are classified into one 
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of a plurality of access levels (C20, L57-64); Different groups of contacts can be 
created, each with a list of options that can be selected by the user. 

responsive to a query from an inquiring business, searching said online business 
registry to locate at least one business having a business profile including at least one 
business attribute corresponding to said query (C3, L28-30); Profile information is 
being stored in the database this information can be accessed by receiving a 
request from a particular requesting user seeking to receive user information 
from the central system for a particular registered user, determining whether the 
particular registered user agrees to release of the user information associated 
with the particular registered user. 

determining whether the inquiring business and at least one located business are 
competitors based upon a comparison of customer lists (C20, L23-27 ); the requested 
party is accepting the request to exchange profile information with the 
limitations that only the restricted personal information of address and email (as 
well as name) are permitted to be exchanged. The requested party is being 
restriction. According to the specification restriction applies to the competitors. 

restricting access of the inquiring business to less than all of the plurality of 
access levels of business attributes of the at least one located business if the at least 
one located business and inquiring business are determined to be competitors (C20, 
L23-27 ); the requested party is accepting the request to exchange profile 
information with the limitations that only the restricted personal information of 
address and email (as well as name) are permitted to be exchanged. The 
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requested party is being restriction. According to the specification restriction is 
applied to the competitors; 

establishing at least one communication link between said inquiring business and 
said located business according to at least one business attribute of said business 
profile of said located business, wherein said identified businesses comprise said 
inquiring business and said located business (C3, L3-14). The communication link 
that is being established between the inquiring business and the located 
business is occurring via the network. 

Claim 2: The method of claim 1, wherein said online business registry conforms to 
Universal Description Discovery and Integration (UDDI) specification, and wherein said 
searching step comprises searching said online business registry according to said 
query, wherein said specified business attribute is common to said inquiring business 
(C28, L27-33). UDDI is defined by Wikipedia as a platform-independent, XML- 
based registry for businesses worldwide to list themselves on the Internet The 
Cheah invention details the following: The invention also allows the users to 
embed additional information when they exchange or impart their contact 
information or profile through use of cards. The additional information may 
contain any number of data types, including text, graphics, images, multimedia 
(audio/video), telephony, fax, HTML, XML . Applets, and http links. 
Claim3: The method of claim 1, wherein said storing step comprises storing business 
attributes selected from the group consisting of business identity information, business 
description information, and communications information (C15, L40-44). The 
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business card creation processing is, for example, utilized by a user of the 
client-side application in designing and creating a business card that would 
contain their profile information and be used to distribute to others in a 
controlled fashion. 

i 

Claim 4: The method of claim 1, wherein said establishing a communications link step 
comprises extracting said communications information from said business profile of 
said located business, wherein said online business registry categorizes business 
profiles according to at least one of business function and market segment (C16, L49- 
52). Hence, the selection may make use of some searching through the cards or 
placing the cards into categories to facilitate the selection of a desired one of the 
contact cards. 

Claim 5: The method according to claim 3, wherein said storing step further comprises: 

defining access rights to said business profiles (C12, L41-44); The PID is a 
unique number for each requestor (user). Next, the PID is associated 628 with 
the profile information for the requestor in the system database. 

defining permissible communications links and points of contact as business 
attributes within said business profiles; and (C16, L64-67/C17, L1-2). In the screen 
illustration, the selection of the contact card is performed in contact card 
selection window. Category area and search area are used by a user to narrow 
the number of possible contact cards to choose from in the contact card 
selection window. 
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defining selected business attributes of said business profiles as private 
(C17.L28-36). Some attributes can be identified by the user as not being 
displayed or made private. 

Claim 6: The method of claim 3, wherein said establishing a communications link step 
further comprises authenticating at least said inquiring business (C8, L38-40). The 
PID generator is used to generate unique identifiers for the users that are 
registered with the information management and exchange system. 
Claim 7: A method of connecting businesses through common interests comprising: 

storing business profiles for a plurality of businesses, said business profiles 
comprising business attributes in an online business registry; wherein each business 
profile identifies a corresponding business by market segment occupied and business 
function performed by the corresponding business (C16, L49-52), and wherein the 
business attributes corresponding to each stored business profile are classified into one 
of a plurality of access levels (C3, L33-36); 

responsive to a query from an inquiring business specifying at least one business 
attribute, locating within said online business registry business profiles corresponding to 
said specified business attribute (C3, L28-30); 

determining whether the inquiring business and at least one located business are 
competitors based upon comparison of market segments and business functions 
corresponding to the inquiring business and at least on located business (C20, L23-27 
); restricting access of the inquiring business to less thatn all of the plurality of 
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access levels of business attributes of the at Irast one located business if the at least 

one located business and inquiring business (C20, L23-27); 

identifying within said located business profiles references to other business 

profiles contained within said online business registry; and (C2, L13-21) 

determining whether said other business profiles include business attributes 
corresponding to said query, wherein said plurality of businesses comprise businesses 
associated with said located business profiles, businesses associated with said other 
business profiles, and said inquiring business (C3, L28-30 ). 
Claim 8: The method of claim 7, further comprising: if so, establishing a 
communications link between said inquiring business and at least one of said other 
businesses having a business attribute corresponding to said query (C3, L3-14). 
Claim 9: The method of claim 7, wherein said locating step locates within said online 
business registry business profiles corresponding to said specified business attribute, 
wherein said specified business attribute is a business identity (C17, L4-5). Once the 
contact card is selected, the selected contact card is displayed in a card display 
area. The card display area displays the selected contact card with its contact 
information . 

Claim 10: The method of claim 7, wherein said locating step comprises locating in said 
online business registry, business profiles associated with said specified business 
attribute of said query, wherein said specified business attribute is common to said 
inquiring business (C17, L4-5). Contact information is common information that 
could be used between inquiring businesses. 
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Claim 11: The method of claim 7, wherein said storing step comprises storing business 
attributes selected from the group consisting of business identity information, business 
description information, and communications information (C15, L40-44). 
Claim 12: The method of claim 11, wherein said establishing a communications link 
step comprises extracting said communications information from said business profile of 
at least one of said other businesses (C28, L27-33). 

Claim 13: The method according to claim 11, wherein said storing step further 
comprises: defining access rights to said business profiles (C12, L41-42); defining 
permissible communications links and points of contact as business attributes within 
said business profiles (C16, L64-67); and defining selected business attributes of said 
business profiles as private (C20, L22-26). 

Claim 14: The method of claim 11, wherein said establishing a communications link 
step further comprises authenticating at least said inquiring business (C8, L38-40). 
Claim 15: A system for connecting businesses through business profiles comprising: 

an online business registry configured to store business profiles comprising 
business attributes, and said business attributes including communications information 
for establishing a communications link to each of the participating businesses (C2, L13- 
21); 

a registration application configured to collect said business attributes of said 
business profiles and store said business profiles within said online business registry 
(C2, L13-21); 
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a search engine configured to receive queries and search said business profiles 
to locate at least one other business profile corresponding to said query, wherein one of 
said participating businesses utilizes said search engine to obtain information about 
another one of said participating businesses (C16, L66-67/C17, L1-4); and 

a communications engine configured to establish a communications link between 
at least two businesses having profiles included in said online business registry, said 
communications link being established according to at least one business parameter 
within at least one of said business profiles associated with said at least two 
businesses, wherein said communications link is established b establishing one of a 
telephone call, a conference call and a video conference based upon communication 
information contained at least one of the plurality of business attributes (C2, L13-18). 
Claim 16: A machine-readable storage having stored thereon, a computer program 
having a plurality of code sections, said code sections executable by a machine for 
causing the machine to perform the steps of: 

identifying a plurality of businesses to participate in an online business registry 
(C2, L13-21); 

storing business profiles comprising business attributes in an online business 
registry (C3, L27-28), wherein each business profile is associated with one of the 
identified businesses and includes for each identified business a corresponding 
customer list (C3, L33-36) and wherein the business attributes corresponding to each 
stored business profile are classified into one of a plurality of access levels (C20, L57- 
64); 
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responsive to a query from an inquiring business, searching said online business 
registry to locate at least one business having a business profile including at least one 
business attribute corresponding to said query (C3, L28-30); 

determining whether the inquiring business and at least one located business are 
competitors based upon a comparison of customer lists (C20, L23-27); 

restricting access of the inquiring business t less than all of the plurality of access 
livels of business attributes of the at least one located business if the at least one 
located business inquiring business are determined to be competitors (C20, L23-27); 

establishing at least one communications link between said inquiring business 
and said located business according to at least one business attribute of said business 
profile of said located business, wherein said identified businesses comprise said 
inquiring business and said located business (C3, L3-14). 

Claim 17: The machine-readable storage of claim 16, wherein said searching step 
comprises searching said online business registry according to said query, wherein said 
specified business attribute is common to said inquiring business (C28, L27-33). 
Claim 18: The machine-readable storage of claim 16, wherein said storing step 
comprises storing business attributes selected from the group consisting of business 
identity information, business description information, and communications information 
(C15, L40-44). 

Claim 19: The machine-readable storage of claim 18, wherein said establishing a 
communications link step comprises extracting said communications information from 
said business profile of said located business (C16, L49-52). 
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Claim 20: The machine-readable storage according to claim 18, wherein said storing 
step further comprises: defining access rights to said business profiles (C12, L41-42); 
defining permissible communications links and points of contact as business attributes 
within said business profiles (C16, L64-67); and defining selected business attributes of 
said business profiles as private (C17, L28-36). 

Claim 21: The machine-readable storage of claim 18, wherein said establishing a 
communications link step further comprises authenticating at least said inquiring 
business (C8, L38-40). 

Claim 22: A machine-readable storage, having stored thereon a computer program 
having a plurality of code sections executable by a machine for causing the machine to 
perform the steps of: 

storing business profiles for a plurality of businesses, said business profiles 
comprising business attributes in an online business registry; wherein each business 
profile identifies a corresponding business by market segment occupied and business 
function performed by the corresponding business (C16, L49-52), and wherein the 
business attributes corresponding to each stored business profile are classified into one 
of a plurality of access levels (C3, L33-36); 

responsive to a query from an inquiring business specifying at least one business 
attribute, locating within said online business registry business profiles corresponding to 
said specified business attribute (C3, L28-30); 

determining whether the inquiring business and at least one located business are 
competitors based upon comparison of market segments and business functions 
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corresponding to the inquiring business and at least on located business (C20, L23-27 
); restricting access of the inquiring business to less thatn all of the plurality of 
access levels of business attributes of the at Irast one located business if the at least 
one located business and inquiring business (C20, L23-27); 

identifying within said located business profiles references to other business 
profiles contained within said online business registry; and (C2, L13-21) 

determining whether said other business profiles include business attributes 
corresponding to said query, wherein said plurality of businesses comprise businesses 
associated with said located business profiles, businesses associated with said other 
business profiles, and said inquiring business (C3, L28-30 ). 
Claim 23: The machine-readable storage of claim 22, further comprising: 

establishing a communications link between said inquiring business and at least 
one of said other businesses having a business attribute corresponding to said query, 
wherein the communication link is established according to business attributes of said at 
least one other business (C3, L3-14). 

Claim 24: The machine-readable storage of claim 22, wherein said locating step locates 
within said online business registry business profiles corresponding to said specified 
business attribute, wherein said specified business attribute is a business identity (C17, 
L4-5). 

Claim 25: The machine-readable storage of claim 22, wherein said locating step 
comprises locating in said online business registry business profiles associated with 
said specified business attribute of said query, wherein said specified business attribute 
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is common to said inquiring business (C17, L4-5). 

Claim 26: The machine-readable storage of claim 22, wherein said storing step 
comprises storing business attributes selected from the group consisting of business 
identity information, business description information, and communications information 
(C15, L40-44). 

Claim 27: The machine-readable storage of claim 26, wherein said establishing a 
communications link step comprises extracting said communications information from 
said business profile of at least one of said other businesses, and wherein said online 
business registry conforms toa Universal Description Discovery and Integration (UDDI) 
specification (C28, L27-33). 

Claim 28: The machine-readable storage according to claim 26, wherein said storing 
step further comprises: 

defining access rights to said business profiles (C12, L41-42); defining 
permissible communications links and points of contact as business attributes within 
said business profiles (C16, L64-67); and defining selected business attributes of said 
business profiles as private (C20, L22-26). 

Claim 29: The machine-readable storage of claim 26, wherein said establishing a 
communications link step further comprises authenticating at least said inquiring 
business (C8, L38-40). 

Claim 30 (New): A method of connecting businesses through common interest 
comprising: 
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storing business profiles comprising business attributes in an online business 
registry (C2, L13-21); 

responsive to a query from an inquiring business, searching said online business 
registry to locate at least one business having a business profile including at least one 
business attribute corresponding to said query and (C3, L28-30) 

establishing at least one communications link between said inquiring business 
and said located business according to at least one business attribute of said business 
profile of said located business (C3, L3-14); 

wherein said at least one communications link is established by establishing at 
least one of a telephone call, a conference call, and a video conference (C2, L13-18). 
Claim 31 (New): The method of Claim 30, wherein the business attributes include 
communication information, and wherein the at least one communicators link is 
established based upon the communication information (C16, L49-52). 
Claim 32 (New): The method of Claim 31, wherein the communication information 
comprises at least one of a preferred contact time and a pre-selected contact person 
(C23, L12-14). This communication information identifies the individual as having 
a first name, last name and e-mail address. Other types of communication 
information could be used as well. 

Claim 33 (New): The method of Claim 32, wherein the at least one communications link 
comprises a plurality of communications link, and wherein establishing at least one 
communications link further comprises selecting one of the plurality of communications 
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links based on at least one of the preferred contact time and pre-selected contact 
person (C2, L13-18). 



Response to Amendment 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-33 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

5. The following U.S. patent are cited to further show the best domestically patented 
prior art found by the examiner: 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,832,377 Havemose 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phyllis Daniels Mendez whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7657. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, 
8am - 5:00pm. 
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7. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned (571) 273-8300 for all 
official communications. 

8. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Office of Initial Patent Examination whose 
telephone number is (703) 308-1202. 
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